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The Special Needs Education Longitudinal Study (SNELS) was designed 
to collect data over a six-year period, from 2007 to 2012, involving a 
sample nationally representative of student with disabilities ages 3 
through 19. Data will be collected with four age cohorts in three to four 
waves, with each individual student as a data unit, from several sources, 
including parent survey, teacher survey, school program survey, 
assessment data and/or student survey. Local educational authorities in 25 
cities or counties will also be surveyed in three waves. This proposed 
project will span second three years for data collection on students with 
disabilities receiving special education at preschool, elementary, junior 
and senior high school levels in the school years of 2010, 2011 and 2012. 
Data on Grades 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, as well as post-secondary year 1, will 
all be collected. Follow-up surveys to local educational authorities in 
divisions of special education will also be employed and as a result, a 
national picture of special education practices and changes will be 
analyzed to address issues of academic and practical importance. Student 
samples will be randomly selected from Special Education Transmit Net 
according to disability categories. Questionnaires which cover the most 
influential issues in students, families, and school education will be 
separately designed and completed by parents, teachers, school 
administrators, and disabled students placed in regular classes. Most 
importantly, after collection data and cleaning, this database will be open 
to the researchers in the fields of special education and allied 
professionals as well so that in-depth analyses can be performed for 
differing purposes of advanced studies. With the establishment of this 
database, the special education quality is expected to improve 
substantially; meanwhile, the scope and depth of research on special 
education will be enhanced. 
